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As we welcome in the New Year we find 
ourselves at the end of a hectic 3 years of 
installing the enlarged Ex. Davenport 
Compton into the LTOT Heritage at Peel 
Green, Eccles. The installation is now 
completed and being enjoyed by members, 
patrons and organists alike. At the beginning 
of January we invited Robert Balfour Rowley 
to return to finish some pipe adjustment and 
tune the whole organ. The result further 
enhances the uniqueness of this instrument. 

Work to re-site the public address speakers 
and install projector speakers will commence 
at the beginning of February, followed by 
putting the final touches to the proscenium 
arch. The attendances at the monthly coffee 
mornings are increasing, which has led to a 
number of new members joining us. We 
welcome these members in helping us to 
achieve continuity of the Trust, and hopefully 
to be able to join the team as volunteers. 

Over the last couple of years, a number of 
our well-known professional organists have 
decided to retire, or reduce their concert 
diaries quite considerably. This leaves us 
with an opportunity to invite younger 
musicians and new faces to entertain us. 
However, in supporting and promoting those 
new faces, we have, in the past, noticed that 
audience attendances have been greatly 
reduced. Unfortunately, this leaves us with 
quite a dilemma, for without ñbums on seatsò 
promoting events is not viable. We do 
respectfully urge you, when new faces are 
presented to you, to support us at these 
events. We appreciate that there are varying 
standards of musicianship and presentation in 
organists today, but this has always been so, 
but that should not keep us from supporting 
our activities. We also appreciate that some 
artists attract larger attendances than others; 
again, this has always been the case. May we 
encourage you to support the Trust by 
attending all our     Cont. on Page 7       

Sunday the 1st December 2019, saw the 
Trust receive an unwanted Christmas 
surprise, that on moving the Wurlitzer at 
Stockport Town Hall from the lift to the 
central position, in time for Gordon Cree to 
prepare for the afternoon event, and finding 
that the organ did not function.  

After lengthy consultation with the 
technical team, and a call to Kevin Grunill, 
European representative for Uniflex, it was 
determined that the cause of the non-
function was the failure of the console 
interface board. 

As members and the general public were 
either at the Town Hall, after the Annual 
General Meeting, or were already on their 
way, and after discussion with Gordon 
Cree, thankfully a multi-instrumentalist, it 
was agreed that the concert would take 
place, but presenting an alternative format. 
It was also agreed that there would be no 
charge for admission. 

After explaining to the patrons on entry that 
the Wurlitzer would not be part of the 
afternoonôs presentation, but an alternative 
programme would be available, all but one 
were supportive of our dilemma, and joined 
us for the afternoonôs event. 

Gordon devised a shortened programme 
featuring himself playing piano, trumpet, 
post horn and musical saw.  

Gordon, who was accompanied by his wife 
Cheryl, had brought along two or three 
guests. One of the guests was none other 
than Freddie (Parrot face) Davies. (those of 
you of tender age will remember Freddie 
from his TV appearances). To support the 
afternoonôs entertainment, Freddie 
presented a couple of spots bring smiles to 
the faces of many who remembered the 
comedy of yesteryear. 

The afternoon, despite not having the 
Wurlitzer, was enjoyed by all present and 
as there             Continued on Page 12     
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Here we are again, the start of another year; 
doesnôt time fly.  
I would like, first of all, to wish you all a 
happy and healthy New Year and hope you 
had an enjoyable Christmas. 
Since the last edition of Vox, work at the 
Heritage Centre on the Compton organ has 
continued at a slightly reduced pace 
because, to all intents and purposes, the 
installation is complete. Work is however 
still going on to fine tune and maintain both 
organs; it always will because you never 
reach the point when there is nothing left to 
do.  
Our weekly concerts are being fairly well 
supported with audiences averaging just 
over 55 for the whole of 2019, this was very 
similar to the previous year, having said that 
we would still like to see a few more each 
week to help cover the ever increasingly 
costs. 
Itôs amazing how many hidden costs there 
are in having a building like the Heritage 
Centre which is open to the general public. 
We all know about the utilities costs that we 
have at home, but there are other costs 
which are not as well-known such as the 
annual PRS music licence, fire extinguisher 
maintenance and inspection, stair lift annual 
inspection, and the testing / inspection of 
the buildingôs electricity supply and wiring. 
All of these are requirement that we cannot 
do ourselves because they have to be carried 
out by people who have been certified to do 
the various checks so we have to pay for 
this work to be done.  
Apart from Wednesday each week and the 
coffee morning on the first Saturday of the 
month, the building is not used, so all of our 
running costs have to be covered by these 
events. Over the years different things have 
been organised to try and utilise the 
building more, Valentineôs Day, St 
Georgeôs day concerts, silent movie 
evenings for example, none of which have 
been supported well enough to make them 
worthwhile. If you have any ideas on new 
events that could be tried to bring in more 

income I would be very interested to hear 
them. 
The concerts at Stockport Town Hall are 
carrying on as usual with audiences at the 
lunchtime events remaining fairly static. 
Unfortunately this cannot be said for the 
Sunday afternoon events where audience 
numbers, to say the least, are disappointing. 
Finally I would like say a big thank you to 
our volunteers who come along and help out 
at all our events; we could not manage 
without them. 

/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ    -   ²ŀƭǘŜǊ .ŀƪŜǊ 

5ƛŎƪƛƴǎƻƴ 

¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ hǊƎŀƴ 
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Fantastic full Theatre Organ 
concerts from this Venue 
available on YouTube 

Including  

Phil Kelsall  - Richard Hills 

David Gray  -  Ken Double 

Search YouTube for Dickinson 
Theatre Organ 
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Many of the members tried 

their hand at the Console, 

and with little or no 

experience were soon feeling 

at home, coaxing some very 

pleasant registrations from 

the two instruments. 

Volunteers of the Trust were 

on hand to guide members of 

the association around the 

collection of Theatre Organ 

memorabilia, and the Hope-

Jones items on display on the 

lower floor. The guests were 

also shown the layout of the 

chambers. 

This was an enjoyable afternoon, and an 

opportunity to present the Theatre Organ to 

an alternative group with similar interests. 

On Saturday the 18th January 2020, the 

Lancastrian Theatre Organ Trust was pleased 

to welcome members of the Manchester 

Organistsô Association along with this yearôs 

President Derek Sharples. 

About twenty members 

were present and were 

welcomed with a piece of 

cake and a cup of tea. 

Your editor gave an A/V 

presentation on the 

formation of the Trust and 

the development of the 

Heritage Centre, and a brief 

introduction to the history 

of the Theatre Organ, along 

with reference to classical 

organists doubling up as 

cinema organists in the 

1940ôs, and also explaining 

the system of unification. 

aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ hǊƎŀƴƛǎǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 

MOA members waiting to try their hand 

President Derek Sharples giving the vote of thanks. 
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The Lancastrian Theatre Organ Trust 
Annual General Meeting 1st December 2019 

 
 

Meeting Opened at 12-30pm 
 
 
The Chairman Welcomed those present. 
 
Apologies:  Mr & Mrs Clark  Ian Wolstenholme 
  Len Rawle   Judith Rawle 
  Michael Holmes  John Field 
  Bob Clary   Richard Wright 
 
Minutes of the 48th Annual Meeting: 
 
  Proposed by A. Crossland  -  Seconded by G. Kingston. All Agreed. 
 
Matters Arising:  
  
  None. 
 
Trustees Annual Report As Submitted: 
 
  Proposed by P. Ratcliffe.  Seconded by R. Fisher.  All Agreed. 
 
Accounts as Submitted:  
 
  Proposed by J. Loud. Seconded by J. Hyde.  All Agreed. 
 
Election of Trustees  (By Rotation): 
 
  David  Alldred - Gary Trinder  -  Charles Brown. 
  Proposed by P. Ratcliffe. Seconded by J. Hyde.  All Agreed. 
 
Election of President: 
   
  Re-appointment of Frank Read. 
  Proposed by W. Baker. Seconded by J. Hyde.  All Agreed. 
 
Election of Vice Presidents: 
 
  Re-appointment of Joyce Alldred, Len Rawle, Nigel Ogden, Eric Halsall. 
  Proposed by R. Fisher. Seconded by G. Kingston. All Agreed. 
 
Election of Membership Secretary: 
 
  John LoudðProposed by W. Baker. Seconded by D. Alldred 
  It was agreed that John Loud would be co-opted as a Trustee for the ensuing  
  year. 
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Examiner of Accounts: 
 
  Peter Ratcliffe 
  Proposed by G. Holmes. Seconded by G. Kingston.  All Agreed. 
 
A.O. B: 
 
  Mr George Holmes proposed a Vote of Thanks  for the work the volunteers had 
  undertaken at the Heritage Centre. All Agreed. 
 
  Judy Hyde suggested that LTOT Events and Concerts be advertised via the  
  ATOS and TOSA websites. 
 
  George Holmes questioned the use of the Hammond at the Wednesday  
  concerts, and that he would like to see the piano brought into view each week. 
  ðWalter Baker explained possible suggestions for future concerts. 
 
  Sylvia James asked if the Trustees would look at fixing a plaque on the  
  Hammond in memory of Doreen Chadwick. 
 
  It was generally agreed that future start time for the Annual General Meeting  
  would be more beneficial at 1-00pm.  All Agreed. 
 
 
The Chairman Closed the Meeting at 1-00pm. 
  

From Page 3 

events, whenever possible, not only to 
encourage the new faces, but in helping the 
Trust to promote events that are viable. 

The Trust is always on the look out to source 
other bookings for the Heritage Centre, 
whether they are Theatre Organ related, or 
not. The Centre has considerable overheads 
to maintain, so if you have any suggestions, 
please present them to any Trustee. The 

Centre has all necessary requirements for 
multiple use, including Catering facilities, 
Film Presentation License, Air 
Conditioning, Stair lift and disabled Ramp. 
PRS/PPL registration, Entertainment 
License and Insurance are also in place.. 
There is ample free parking covered by 
security cameras. 

In conclusion, may I thank you all for your 
continued support and look forward 
meeting up at our future events. 


